Honors American History II
Summer Reading Assignment
Kate Koch
For students planning to pursue Honors American History II Junior year,

obtain a copy of American Nations by Colin Woodard.

Part A:
Read the whole book, and as you read, annotate (underline and make
notes in the margins). This is a valuable skill to have (it will be essential
in college). Notes in the margin may consist of 2-3 word summaries of
main ideas or questions/comments that occur to you as you read. If you
prefer to use sticky notes, that is acceptable as well. I have included an
annotation guide on the next page.
Within your annotations for each chapter, include:
• Chapter summary statement of the main idea
• 5 vocabulary words and definitions (ex. draconian, judicial papers)
• 5 proper nouns (ex. Tidewater, Denmark Vesey, Orval Faubus)

Part B:
Write a creative piece that demonstrates your understanding of the
concepts in the book and which allows you to consider various
perspectives on different issues.
Your document must be 1-1.5 typed pages (double spaced) and should
be a persuasive piece of writing from someone in one of Woodard’s
eleven regions to someone else in a different region from the book.
Point of view should be clear as to your understanding and analysis of
the text. Before you write, answer the role, audience, format and
topic questions in the diagram below and map out your piece; your role
and audience should be apparent in your words. Use one of the listed
formats to explore one of the topic choices.

NOTE: You must complete all assignments individually. All work must
be original. You will submit your writing to turnitin.com during the first
week of class. You will be graded on annotations and written piece.
Feel free to email me with any questions: kkoch@gosms.org

What to expect in Honors
American History II
Each quarter, Honors students complete a 3-6 page research
paper that parallels the eras we are studying that quarter. This
is self-directed work in addition to the regular history
curriculum.
Furthermore, tests for Honors students often include extra
questions and require more detailed explanations than tests
for students in the regular section.
If you are someone who loves history and digging into the
context and backstory of what happened in the past, this is the
class for you!

